
              Team Building  

   and Corporate Hospitality 

Are you looking for a team building experience which will be                   

engaging, fun and help achieve your aims and objectives?   
 

Haven Banks Outdoor Education Centre, based at Exeter’s historic canal 

and quayside, offers an inspiring venue with experienced and                 

enthusiastic staff who can help you reach your aims and objectives.  

Team building and corporate hospitality is done through a number of   

exciting water and land based activities. 



About Haven Banks 

At Haven Banks Outdoor Education Centre we pride ourselves on delivering an outstanding outdoor       

activity programme providing adventure, education and challenge in a stimulating, safe learning              

environment whatever the age, ability or circumstance of the group or individual.  We have been            

delivering outdoor activities across the south west for over 40 years.  

In 2013 we moved into our state of the art £5.6m outdoor facility.  Based in the heart of Exeter on Exeter’s 

historic canal and quayside, the centre offers an unrivalled purpose built outdoor activity and training      

venue in one of the most picturesque areas  of Devon’s county city. The operation of the centre is part of  

innovative partnership between Devon County Council and Exeter College.   

 

 

 

 

 

Venue 
The centre is within easy walking        

distance of the City Centre and train   

station, with the National Cycle network 

literally on the doorstep.  

 

Haven Road Car Park provides parking 

for cars, minibuses and coaches and is 

just a five minute walk from the Centre. 

A little further afield and within easy 

reach by vehicle, other venues used to 

pursue adventures include the Exe     

Estuary, Haldon Hill, South and North   

Devon Coastlines and Dartmoor and  

Exmoor National Parks. 



Your Team Building Day 

We offer over 30 activities from the centre. In the following section we have listed the more popular            

activities for team building with a brief description. The day will start and finish in one of our classrooms or 

break  out  spaces all of which are finished to a high standard and have views of the river  or historic canal. 

Water Based Activities 

Raft Building 
The team work together to build a raft made of poles, barrels and rope. The rafts must be big enough and 

strong enough to carry the team to a set destination.  Each team must work together on all stages from 

carrying their materials to the designing, building and finally paddling of their rafts.  

Raft building requires creativity, initiative and teamwork. The activity focuses on group dynamics,        

communication skills and leadership. Key skills of design, team work, allocation and use of resources can 

be woven into a problem based activity. Group co-operation and innovation come together into what is a 

fun team activity where the consequences of poor design, building and teamwork can soon have a wet 

result! Barrels, poles, ropes, paddles, water and a few  ‘red herrings’ are a recipe for great fun and all   

being well a seaworthy vessel, though commonly a thorough soaking too! 



Dragon Boating 

 

Dragon boats originated from China's Southern 

Guangdong province. Participants sit in the boat on 

either side and propel the boat using a single paddle.  

As a sport dragon boats have been raced in China for 

over 2,000 years.  

We use dragon boats for introducing teams to        

paddling. When boats are matched together we can 

run a series of races and games. A fantastic team    

orientated activity where timing, cohesion and           

co-operation are keys to success. 

Canoeing 
 

Originally used by Native Americans canoes are open 

boats where the crew (typically two or three) are 

sitting or kneeling and using a single bladed paddle to 

propel the canoe. For greater suitability we          

sometimes raft canoes together.  

Canoeists will need to work as a team to steer and 

power their canoe effectively. Under the guidance of 

our instructors participants will develop teamwork 

and communication skills when paddling the canoes in 

a series of challenges and games.   

 

Kayaking 

 

Kayaking is paddling in a small boat in a seated        

position using a double edged paddle. Originally      

derived by the Inuit inhabitants of the Artic regions, it 

is distinguished from canoeing by the sitting position. 

We have a wide range of kayaks at the centre. Most 

kayaks have closed decks although sit on top kayaks 

are very popular.   

A paddle along the canal  incorporating a soft drink in 

a local pub is always a  popular option.  

        

 



Land Based Activities 

Climbing Wall and Tower 

The centre’s onsite climbing wall and tower is a        

fantastic place to try and practise climbing techniques 

for the first time. The centre’s wall has both resin and 

bolted holds and anchored wall points. It offers a safe 

and secure environment where groups and individuals 

can build trust, gain confidence and learn new skills 

and techniques. 

Participants learn how to climb selected routes using 

specialist safety equipment (helmets, harnesses and 

ropes) under the guidance of our instructors. Some of 

the activities undertaken offer challenge by choice 

where participants may set their own challenge as  to 

whether they wish to climb a few feet or to the top of 

a climbing wall. Abseiling consists of lowering oneself 

down a wall or climbing tower in a controlled manner.

  

Powerfan Freefall 

Scaling the steps of the 22 metre tower is a challenge 

in itself for some people. However, stepping off the 

platform and free falling for 20 metres adds a totally 

different challenge and experience. The Powerfan is a 

highly engineered machine that is able to provide the      

freefall adventure of your life, in safety and without 

needing to deploy a parachute or strap yourself by the 

ankle to a bungee cord!  

 

The Powerfan offers a real team challenge enabling 

participants to experience a sense of success and    

adventure. 



Archery  

Historically, archery has been used for hunting and 

combat. In modern times its main use is competitive 

sport and recreational activity. A person who           

participates in archery is typically known as an archer 

or a bowman. 

Archery is truly a sport for all and the centre has 

equipment allowing full participation for all abilities. 

Archery can offer a personal as well as a team or    

competition challenge. Instructors will professionally 

adapt this activity to suit your needs. 

 

Orienteering 

Orienteering is a sport where competitors navigate 

their way between control points marked on a      

specially drawn map. There are various orienteering 

disciplines, foot orienteering is the most common, 

though at Haven Banks we also orienteer by kayak/

canoe. 

Participants will develop map reading and problem 

solving skills. To complete the challenge the            

importance of teamwork and communication is key. 

Orienteering is a perfect outdoor activity.  



Team Building Options 
Our staff will work with you to develop a  programme that reaches your expectations for the day. All the 

staff, facilities and equipment are included within the cost for the day. 

We offer a one day and a half day corporate package. Below we have listed an example of two popular 

team building options for a group of 24 people.  

Group sizes tend to range from six to 60 people. Please note we can cater for larger or smaller groups. We 

are also able to deliver longer team building experiences which can include expeditions and challenges 

such as weekend sea kayaking trips. Please phone for further details and to discuss your requirements.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example One Day Programme  

Corporate Gold Package— 24 participants 

8.45 – 9.00  Tea and coffee 

9.00 – 9.30  Welcome and introductions 

9.30 – 10.00 Aims of the day 

                               Ice breaker exercise 

10.00 – 12.00 Activity one. Raft building 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch Break 

14.00 – 16.00 Activity two. Dragon boat racing 

16.00 – 16.15 Tea and coffee 

16.15 – 17.00 Debrief – review of the day 

17.00            Depart 

Cost per delegate (excluding lunch) £ 46 

Example Half Day Programme  

Corporate Silver Package—24 participants 

8.45 – 9.00  Tea and coffee 

9.00 – 9.30  Welcome  and introductions 

9.30 – 10.00 Aim of the day 

                               Ice breaker exercise 

10.00 – 12.00 Activity. Climbing 

12.00 – 12.15 Tea and coffee 

12.15 – 13.00 Debrief – review of the day 

13.00            Depart 

Cost per delegate (excluding lunch) £ 28 



Corporate Hospitality 

The centre offers a choice of fantastic           

lecturing,     conferencing, function and 

meeting spaces which provide any organisa-

tion with first class facilities and resources.  

No matter what your intended use,  facilities 

can be adapted to suit you.  

Meeting Rooms 

Meeting rooms are  bright and spacious with 

fantastic waterside views. Each room has an  

interactive whiteboard and AV for          

presentations, teaching or movies and a    

kitchenette and toilet. This is the ideal        

multi-functional facility for training,             

conferencing, classes and parties. We can    

accommodate 40 seated at desks for formal 

training, dinners or parties or seating for       

60-70 for meetings and conferences. Rooms 

can be hired from £30 per hour/£130 for a 

day. 

Further Information 

Please have a look through this brochure and contact 

Haven Banks for further details to develop your team 

building day.                                                                    

Haven Banks Outdoor Education Centre,  

Haven Road, Exeter, Devon, EX2 8DP,  

Tel: 01392 400150 

Email: info@haven-banks.co.uk 

www.haven-banks.co.uk Google maps 


